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March- Utah State Council Bulletin Volume 26, 

Issue 3 

Frankly Speaking 

 “Change isn’t easy—but refusing to change is even harder”. -Frank Carmona 

Over the past three and a half years, Wild Bill Kelly and I have made changes to the 
Utah Knights of Columbus that some of you love, some of you hate, and some of you 
honestly don’t care about at all—and that’s okay. Every decision we’ve made has had 
one goal: to make the State of Utah stronger, better organized, and run like a well-oiled 
machine. We may be small fish swimming in a big Catholic pond—but let me be clear: 
we are no small fish. Breaking records and being the monkey on top of the coconut tree 
isn’t easy—but it sure is fun. 
 
A Brother Knight once told me, “All you care about is being on top and being the best in 
the Order, no matter who gets hurt or how you do it.” He was 100% wrong. I care deeply 
about every one of my Brother Knights. The hardest part of my job has never been 
pushing for excellence—it’s been having to remove a former Brother Knight because of 
conduct or behavior that didn’t reflect who we are. That’s never easy, and it’s never 
done lightly. 
 
Yes, I want Utah to be #1 in the Order—why wouldn’t I? Why wouldn’t I want your 
council to recruit new members who will carry the torch when you step down, get ill, or 
someday pass on to our Heavenly reward? 
 
FVSM Chuck Dover, Jr. once told me, “I put my life into this organization, and I want to 
leave it better than I found it.” That stuck with me. I want to be like Brother Chuck. I want 
to serve my brothers fully—and leave it all on the table. 
 
So, my brothers, change is coming. And for those who don’t like it, I respectfully ask you 
to step aside and allow those who do to step forward and make this “Utah Thing of 
Ours” even better for the future. 
 
And look where we are today: #1 in the Order with 190% membership growth. Now let’s 
dream bigger. Why not 250%? Why not raise the bar just a little higher for those who 
will follow us? There’s no point playing in the sandbox if you’re not going to give it your 
all. 
 
With that said, I want to share something important. I will not be seeking reelection as 
State Deputy at our State Convention in April 2026. However, I strongly ask for your 
support of our Executive Secretary, Douglas Shane, PSD. Doug served as State Deputy 
over 15 years ago, and he is absolutely the right leader to continue the momentum Wild 
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Bill and I started four years ago. He understands growth the right way—building real 
councils with real members, not just names on paper. Much of our success has come 
from his wisdom, guidance, and years of service as PSD and Executive Secretary. 
 
As for me, don’t worry, I’m not disappearing. I’ll finally receive the position I’ve been 
“running for” the last eight years: IPSD. I’ll still be involved with the State in many ways 
and will always be here to help however I can. 
 
We’ve got more changes coming—so stay tuned. Life has a funny way of throwing 
curveballs… just be ready to swing. 
 
I love you all. God bless you, your families, and your councils. And don’t forget—you still 
have four more months of me bugging you, laughing with you, and enjoying every 
moment with each and every one of you. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Viva Cristo Rey! 
And God Bless America! 
Fraternally yours, 
Frank Carmona, KHS-FMFD 
Utah State Deputy 
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State Secretary Bill Kelly 
 
REQUESTED STATE PROGRAM CONTRIBUTIONS 
The State convention will occur in 2 months, and we would like to remind councils of 
voluntary contributions to State Program Funds. There are 5 funds that you council may 
contribute to: 
 
Christopher Fund 
Vocations Fund 
Military Vocations Fund 
Culture of Life Fund 
Scholarship Fund 
 
Contributions to these funds are voluntary. For those of you who already contributed, 
thank you for your continuing generosity. Please send your fund contributions to SS Bill 
Kelly (11533 South Thornberry Court Draper, UT 84020-9416) payable to “KofC Utah 
State Council” before April 12. This will enable us to determine the correct amounts to 
present at the state convention dinner. Should you require further information on these 
state programs, please contact Bill Kelly. 
 
PERPETUAL MEMORIAL BOOK 
Upon completion of the March Newsletter update, SS Bill Kelly will send out the FY25-
26 Necrology Report. We will ask councils and assemblies to review this listing for 
completeness and accuracy as these deceased brothers will be recognized at the 
memorial Mass. 
 
In addition to mass recognition, the state has a Perpetual Memorial Book where we 
record the names and family and friends who have passed on. During in person  
Knights of Columbus Masses (Convention, Organization, Mid-Year meetings),  
we carry the memorial book to the altar to remember and pray for loved ones. 
For entry(ies) into the Perpetual Memorial Book, the State Council requests a nominal 
donation of $10 for each entry. The funds collected for the Perpetual Memorial Book are 
placed in the State’s Scholarship Fund. Please email requests for Perpetual Memorial 
Book entry to SD Frank Carmona (carmona3169@gmail.com) and SS Bill Kelly 
(kellywbill@msn.com). Please send donations to SS Bill Kelly. 
 
CONVENTION CREDENTIALS 
Credentials for the Utah State Convention, 24-25 May 26 are now due! Please identify 
your 2 primary and 2 alternate delegates and email to SS Bill Kelly & ES Doug Shane 
(zetakappa288@msn.com). Convention credentials are necessary to determine the 
Utah State Council voting body and identify delegates who will serve on convention 
committees. The State sent out convention credential format on 31Jan. If you did not 
receive, please contact Bill Kelly. 
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Assistant State Secretary/Executive Secretary - Doug Shane 
 
CONVENTION DEADLINES 
Scholarships – Complete online form no later than 3/15/2026. 
 
Delegates – Send Delegate forms to State Secretary Bill Kelly no later than 3/15/2026. 
 
State Awards – Send applications to State Deputy Frank Carmona no later than 
3/15/2026. 

• Blessed Michael McGivney Award (Formerly Pastor of the Year) 
• Knight of the Year 
• Family of the Year 
• Service Program Awards 

o Life 
o Family 
o Faith 
o Community 

 
Letter of Intent for State Office – Send to State Deputy Frank Carmona no later than 
3/15/2026 
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State Convention Chairman – Bob Diaz 

STATE CONVENTION UPDATE 
The 119th Utah State Knights of Columbus Convention will be held on Friday April 24 
and Saturday April 25, in South Jordan, Utah.  Please consider joining your fellow 
Brother Knights for a great Convention, a Luau, a Banquet, a Casino Night, and 
socializing with your Brothers.  We have Lady Activities planned and the Biannual 4th 
degree meeting will also be held in South Jordan on Sunday April 26.  
 
To reserve a room at the Embassy Suites South Jordan at a great rate click on the link 
below.  We only have a block of 50 rooms so register soon.   
 
https://group.embassysuites.com/ivout2 
 
To attend the Luau, the Saturday Dinner, Ladies Activities, and reserve your lunch on 
Saturday, click on the link below.  Deadline to make meal reservations is April 16, 
2026.   
 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UtahKnights1/_2026KnightsOfColumbusUtahStateConve
ntion 
 
You can also support the Convention by placing an Ad, becoming a Sponsor, 
sponsoring the Hospitality Suite, and donating a prize basket for the Casino Night.  Click 
on the link below to place an Ad, become a Sponsor, and/or sponsor the Hospitality 
Suite.  If you can donate a basket, please email Bob Diaz at bobdiaz79@gmail.com 
 
link for Ads, individual sponsors and hospitality room sponsors: 
 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UtahKnights1/_2026UTKofCConventionAdvertising 
 
any questions, please contact Robert "Bob" Diaz at 208-685-9726 or email Bob 
at bobdiaz79@gmail.com 
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IN MEMORIAM 
My Brother Utah Knights. It is with sincere regret that I must report the deaths of nine of our 
Brother Knights during the last quarter. 

Lname  Fname  Council DOD  Member Service 
Baker  Kenneth 10733  1/13/2026 4540667 3 deg , 13 Yrs 
Brown  James S. 6966  11/20/2025 1939822 1Deg, 15 Yrs. 
Desegura-Gomez   Santiago 7961  1/21/2026 2386852        1 Deg, HonLife 42 yrs 
Fitzgerald Joseph P. MSGNR 602 1/14/2026 612785        SK1144, HonLife 66 yrs; 

clergy 63 yrs 
Garcia  Rudy  7961  1/14/2026 2288496 1Deg, 4 Yrs. 
Illario  Clarence S. 6966  11/18/2025  3175422 PGK, SK2577,HonLife, 31                         
Masse, L. Michael 5214  12/22/2025 3366947 1 Deg, 30Yrs 
Meza  Timothy C. 9849  2/16/2026 3307867 3 deg, 28 Yrs 
Onstott Leroy E. 6010  12/17/2025 1343848 SK 1429, HonLife 55  
“Eternal rest grant upon him and may perpetual light shine upon him.” 
Please say a Hail Mary in honor of these men and their families when you finish reading 
this. 
Bill Kelly, PSD 
State Secretary 
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Youth Activities Results 

  

KCIC POSTER
ENTRY # KINDERGARTEN DD# Council

1st Place 246 TERESA GAROFALO 9 14399
2nd Place 245 GWEN JASKIERNY 3 6966
3rd Place

GRADE 1-2
1st Place 247 CHARLOTTE CARR 3 6966
2nd Place 249 MEADOW LARRABEE 2 5502
3rd Place 248 VICTORIA DELGADO 9 6010

GRADE 3-4
1st Place 251 ELSIE SIMONS 3 6966
2nd Place 252 SUNNY GINTER 2 5502
3rd Place 253 LUCAS GOMM 10 15418

GRADE 5-6
1st Place 258 DANIEL SANTANA 3 6966
2nd Place 263 ALAN CORNEJO 9 6010
3rd Place 260 ANNA GARDNER 10 15418

GRADE 7-8
1st Place 265 MARLO FRANCO 3 6966
2nd Place 266 ISABELLA  MARTINEZ 2 5502
3rd Place 268 KIMEBERLY CORNEJO 9 6010

CITIZENSHIP ESSAY
1st Place 810 Sophia Rosas 7 10733
1st Place 92 Jessalyn Santiago-Cruz 7 10733
1st Place 10 Jax Torres 7 10733
1st Place 114 Karina Garcia Matias 7 10733
1st Place 121 Lizbeth Vega 9 6010
2nd Place 122 Allisson Cortes-Avila 7 10733
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