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November- Utah State Council Bulletin Volume 25, Issue 11  

Frankly Speaking  
My Brother Knights,  
Brothers, being part of a volunteer organization and leading our Order is not easy. Sometimes, we 
must make the hard decisions no one else wants to make — and then live with those decisions. 
Some of them weigh on us, and some do not. 
 
As your State Deputy, it is my duty to serve the Lord to the best of my ability and to protect the 
Order, our brothers, our families, and the emblem we proudly wear on our chests. My job is to 
address every complaint that comes across my desk — no matter how serious or minor — with 
fairness and diligence. 
 
With my background in Criminal Justice Administration, I take every allegation seriously and ensure 
it goes through the proper chain of command. Whether it’s one allegation or several, the process 
remains the same. My decisions are based on facts and guidance from both the Supreme Council 
and our State Officers. I never make decisions out of emotion or haste. 
 
I swore an oath when I joined the United States Army back in 1997, and again when I joined the 
Knights of Columbus — to protect the Constitution of our Order and always promote Charity, Unity, 
and Fraternity. I renewed that oath once more when I was installed as State Deputy of Utah. I will 
never stop doing what is right for the Knights of Columbus, nor will I stop protecting our fraternity, 
families, and friends from any threat — whether it comes from within or outside the Order. 
Is it fall or winter outside? We’ve had a few brisk mornings lately — too cold for a ride on Ruby — 
yet we can still enjoy the outdoors. All Hallows’ Eve has passed, and All Saints and All Souls Days 
are upon us. Please pray for Blessed Michael McGivney’s canonization on All Saints Day and 
remember those who have gone before us on All Souls Day. 
 
An update on Blessed Father McGivney’s second miracle: it is currently under investigation by the 
Vatican. Soon, Blessed Michael McGivney may be recognized as Saint Michael McGivney! 
It’s been a tough year for us — we’ve lost many brother Knights, including young men, priests, and 
deacons. Yet, even amidst sorrow, Utah continues to thrive. We’ve now completed four months of 
the fraternal year and have welcomed many new Knights to our councils. 
 
Utah currently ranks #1 in the entire Order with 93.49% of our membership growth goal achieved! 
This means there are many new leaders eager to serve our Lord — and it’s up to each of you to 
help them succeed. 
 
Our “Fishers of Men” program continues to be a great success. Council 7963 leads the way at 
1700% of its membership goal — a remarkable “17-Star” achievement! Utah is truly doing incredible 
things and setting the bar high for the Order. 
I ask each of you to help new members become active in your councils. Share your knowledge, 
mentor new leaders, and inspire them to continue the mission Blessed Michael McGivney began. 
New members bring new ideas and expand our ability to serve our parishes and communities. 
“Coats for Kids” distribution is underway. A special thank-you to our Former District Master Bob 
Masse, PSD, for doing a superb job coordinating and shipping coats to councils. Now, we just need 
your help for the final step — putting those coats on deserving children’s backs. 
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Good news for our councils: I want to give a special shout-out to our brother and Field Agent William 
Mundy, and our State Secretary Bill Kelly, IPSD, for their excellent work in helping form new 
councils in Heber City, Moab/Monticello, and soon St. Ann in Salt Lake City. William is also working 
closely with Nate Raso to help our Utah Knights understand the valuable products the Knights offer. 
He will be visiting assemblies and councils to host local benefit seminars to assist you in earning 
your Founder’s Awards. 
 
Thank you to all councils that have submitted their per capita payments and Coats for Kids pledges. 
This greatly helps the State’s cash flow given our modest budget. I respectfully request partial or full 
payments by the end of November or as soon as possible to State Secretary Bill Kelly. 
Our Safe Environment compliance still needs improvement. An effective first step would be 
assigning Directors positions in your councils. If you need assistance, please reach out to your 
District Deputies or the State Advocate. 
 
Please check our calendar for upcoming events this month. Veterans Day is November 11 — to all 
our veterans, please get out there and enjoy your well-earned freebies, and most importantly, thank 
you for your service. 
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you, your families, and 
your friends a Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support of the Utah Knights. 
Viva Cristo Rey! 
 
Frank “Chico” Carmona, KHS, FMFD 
Utah State Deputy 
Deus Lo Vult! 
 

State Chaplain  
 
Brothers, 
 
Remember to pray for the dead this month. Do not forget that you can, with a small donation, have your 
parish offer Masses for your deceased loved ones. I highly encourage this venerable practice. 
 
In SPND, 
Fr. Gabriel Mosher, OP, KCHS 
State Chaplain 
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State Secretary  
 
My Brother Knights, 
 
Daylight Savings Time ends this weekend; Veterans Day and Thanksgiving just around the corner 
where the time has gone.  We are 33% through our fraternal Year and the Utah Knights keep 
breaking records!   This is all possible because of council and members dedication and tireless 
efforts towards Father McGivney’s mission.   Thanks to your efforts, as of Oct 30th, Utah has 
brought in 244 new members currently sitting at Number 1 in the order achieving 93.5% of the 
States Annual Goal!   In addition, we have set a record for council intake for October where 135 men 
joined Utah Councils.  Year to date, an astonishing 216 men (88.5%} of our online new members 
transferred as active members in your council ranks.  
 
Council achievements include 10 councils who have already met their membership goal, thus 
qualifying for the F6ather McGivney award.  Congratulations to Councils 602, 5502, 6739, 8350 and 
15418 who join Councils 1129, 6010, 6147, 7961, and 18795 in attaining this achievement.    In 
addition, we have 12 councils who have surpassed 33% of their membership.   The official results 
for the Fishers of Men contest are not in, but unless a miracle happens in the next two days, two 
Utah councils will place in Supremes incentive program.  With the significant growth we have been 
experiencing, please review your online membership rosters, encourage your online prospects to 
complete the CUF and get them active in your councils.  As of Oct 30th, we have 108 men that we 
can convert to active Utah knights into your councils. Great work for the first quarter, but let’s kick off 
the next quarter with a bang by converting 80 plus members from the online roster to council 
membership.   
 
In addition, congratulations to DD3 Alex Reynoso for winning the SD’s 1st Quarter FY25-26 
membership incentive award. 
 
This past weekend, the state council, honor guards, knights from across the state and the 
membership team supported the Mexican Martyr Relics at St. Joseph the Worker.  Many Catholics 
in Utah attended this event for reverence purposes, holy hour devotionals, processionals, and Holy 
Mass.   The event also provided a great opportunity to promote the Utah Knights and made 
attendees aware of the purpose we serve.  Thanks to the promotion efforts by Father Silva, 
Supreme reps (Jose and Pona}, GK Juan, Member Director Bill Mundy and his team, the state 
collected over 70 cards of men interested in becoming Utah knights. 
 
I am pleased to report that Supreme instituted our newest council 18795 in Moab/Monticello on 
August 30, 2025. Congrats and welcome the new council leadership to the team.   In New council 
development area, we will now focus our efforts to St. Anns in Salt Lake City.  We have several 
activities scheduled to get men form that Parish as part of our Utah team. 
 
This past month we completed distribution on the 2025-2026 Directory. Hopefully, everyone 
received their copy {ies}; if not send me a text/email and Doug Shane will get one to you.  Also, if 
you notice errors, please let both Doug and I know, and we will update the electronic copy. 
Thanks to 28 councils and the 8 assemblies who have submitted their 25-26 Per Capita.  This really 
helps the state manage our funding.   With the State’s coats for kids’ program in full swing, this 
enables us to leverage funding for order payments pending pledge payments or council coat drive 
donations.  Our chairman Bob Masse has submitted several orders already to ensure we coats on 
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hand before the weather goes south.    Please, if you have a pledge or an order try to submit 
payments as soon as you can to the State Secretary.   
 
Regarding administrative requirements, we need help from seven councils to submit their Jan-Jul25 
semiannual audits.  Like I mentioned last month, if you are behind on audits, just submit the current 
period and you will be caught up.   Also, need councils to review their safe environment status audits 
as we are only at 50% qualified across the state.  I appointed directors have not completed their 
training or background check, GKs or FSs may need to go back into council administration and 
reappoint positions.  Reminder without safe environment qualifications, you could forfeit your 
council’s year end award.  
 
One last thing, please when signing up a new member please input and only use the agent referral 
code “WMundy” when completing the online application.  This helps our dedicated field agent plus it 
is fewer key strokes than Blessed McGivney. Significant upcoming activities that should be on your 
radar include:  
 
Thank you for everything that you are doing in your Parishes and councils.  Should you have any 
concerns or issues please reach out.   
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
Bill Kelly 
State Secretary/IPSD 
 

Assistant State Secretary/Executive Secretary  
 
UPDATES!!! 
Supreme Convention 
AUGUST 3-6, 2026 
Denver, Colorado 
Brother Knights from Utah are already making reservations at the Fairfield Inn Suites Denver Airport, which is 
close to the Convention Hotel (Gaylord Rockies Resort). 
I would suggest putting in reservations now, even if you are not sure if you will attend. Hotels are filling up 
quick and this is a chance for us all to stay together. 
I am also working on a special shirt for purchase that we can wear as a group. More info will be available at 
the mid-year. 
Please reach out with any ideas you have about how we can showcase products made in Utah and enjoyed 
by Knights and their families. 
Let’s Represent in a Big Way! 
 
Mid-Year Meeting 
JANUARY 10, 2026 
St Francis Xavier Parish, Kearns 
Planning to have a whiteboard session where we can bounce around ideas on how we can grow our state, 
not only in terms of manpower, but in what we can do for ouf families, parishes, youth and communities.  
More details to come....for now, please plan to attend....we want to hear from you! 
Viva Christo Rey, 
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Doug Shane, Executive Secretary 
zetakappa288@msn.com 
801-707-0952 
 

State Council Advisor  
Brothers, 
November is dedicated to the souls in Purgatory. A good time to offer a Mass to deceased Knights of your Council and/or 
hold a reception in their honor. 
Implement your plans for Keep Christ in Christmas activities, Catholic Citizenship Essay, and food drives. The 30th 
Knights of Columbus Diocesan Science Fair will be held in February. Please consider pledging an 
amount towards prizes so this will be the best Science Fair ever. We will need Diocesan Safe 
Environment trained judges. Please volunteer for training NOW! 
 
The Knights of Columbus empowers Catholic men to live their faith and serve their family, parish, 
community and country. We have had a successful October as ‘fishers of men”. Keep up the great 
work! 
 
Congratulations in October for Council 5502 Bountiful Steak Dinner. The Chef did a great job on my 
steak!  
 
Vivat Jesu, God Bless You and God Bless America! 
 
Bill McCauley, PSS, FMFD 
State Council Advisor 
 
State Treasurer  
 Brothers, 
 
Another month down, and now we enter November closing out our liturgical calendar. While I myself 
am ready to go through my kids Halloween candy and for safety reasons eat all the Reese's let us 
not forget that November is a time of remembering the dead and preparing for Advent season. I 
encourage councils to reach out to the widows at your parish and check in on them. Add brothers to 
your parish's prayer list and make sure that at your council meetings you are praying for deceased 
brother knights. 
 
As far as the state's finances go all is in order, but we are missing payments for coats for kids. 
Please make sure to send those payments in, because as a state council we have purchased all 
these coats already to ensure we received the 2 for 1 deal. These payments can be sent to State 
Secretary Bill Kelly or myself. 
 
Beyond that I hope you all have a great November, enjoy all the football, and of course I hope your 
Thanksgiving is filled with family time. 
 
God bless you all and Vivat Jesus! 
Chad G. Vargo 
Utah State Treasurer   801-915-1786 
 

mailto:zetakappa288@msn.com
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Advocates  Corner  
 
Brothers now is the  time to check your safe environment status.  17 councils are compliant, are you 
one of them?  There are several youth events coming  up.   Some of the events coming up soon are 
coats for kids, science fairs, Christmas parties, poster and essay contests.  Please keep our children 
safe and make sure your brother Knights are aware of their responsibilities in making that happen.  
If you have any questions, please give me a call. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 

 
Stephen Gerichs  
Utah State Advocate  
801-661-3116 
stephen36@q.com 
 
State Warden  
 
“O God, glory of the faithful and life of the just, by the Death and Resurrection of whose Son we 
have been redeemed, look mercifully on your departed servants, that, just as they professed the 
mystery of our resurrection, so they may merit to receive the joys of eternal happiness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever.” 
(Collect from All Souls Day) 
Daniel Quintanilla 
State Warden 
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Regional Growth Director 
 
Brothers and Leaders,  
As we put a bow on the 1st Quarter of this Fraternal Year and move into the 2nd, it is a good time to 
evaluate where we are and what we are doing so we can plan for where we want to be and what we 
need to do the be successful this Fraternal Year.   
 
On the Council level, does Supreme have your Officers, Directors and Chairmen on file so we can 
communicate the tools and information you and they have available to make your job easier?   
Is your Council Safe Environment Compliant?   
Has your Council contacted your Fraternal Benefit Agent to schedule a Parish-Wide Fraternal 
Benefit Event?  Has it been published to the Parish? 
 
Have your Program Directors and Chairmen published a calendar of upcoming events so our 
members and the Parish can plan to attend? 
 
Has your Membership Team scheduled and published your upcoming opportunities for new 
members and their families to join our Family (CUF Degrees) AND are we recruiting TO those 
events? 
 
Finally, have each one of us, Supreme, State, District and Council member, asked just one eligible 
Catholic man and his family to attend one of our events, participate in one of our activities and finally 
to join our Order yet this year? 
 
If the answer to any of these questions is “no” or even “not yet”, when will it happen?  If not now, 
then when and if not each one of us, then who?  
  
Remember – EARLY IS EASY 
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Program Director  
  
 
Things to accomplish this Month:  

• Hold Council Church Drive plans – continue talks with your pastor and get bulletin 
announcements ready  

• Conduct, if applicable: Catholic Essay Contest, Keep Christ in Christmas events , Coats for 
Kids 

• Submit a Fraternal Programs Report Form (#10784) for each program conducted this month  
• Pay any outstanding balances to the Supreme Council. Council Billing Statement is located 

under the Reports tab in Officers Online 
• Rosary Program 
• Holy Hour  
• Pilgrim Icon  
• Food for Families  
• Family of the Month  
• Have your council’s Chaplain hold a Memorial Mass for deceased Knights of your council 
• Ask someone to join your council. 

  
Plan Ahead:  

• Which prospect(s) will you invite to activities? 
• What new program(s) does your council plan to institute this year? 
• Consecration to the Holy Family 
• Christmas Poster Contest 
• Is your council on track to earn the Star Council Award? 
• Food for Families (Thanksgiving - US) 
• Citizenship Essay Contest  
• 30th Annual Knights of Columbus Diocesan Science Fair 
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 Faith Director  
In the Catholic Church, the month of November holds special significance as it is dedicated to the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory. During this month, the faithful are encouraged to commemorate and pray 
for all who have departed from this life yet have not reached the eternal joys of Heaven. This 
observance springs from both scriptural roots and the deep compassion of the Church for those 
souls who are undergoing purification. By understanding this dedication, we can engage in 
meaningful prayer, sacrifices, and acts of charity that benefit both the souls in purgatory and our 
spiritual growth. 
 

 
 
Family Director – Tim Soran 
Community Director – Mark Sheffield 
Youth Director – Jon Gauchy 
 

Catholic Citizenship Essay  
Brothers,   

We are winding down the Citizenship Essay Contest. See below for assignment and due dates. This 
is a Faith in Action – Community Program. It encourages youth to become citizens grounded in their 
Faith through creative writing and is open to all qualifying Catholic students. This contest 
encourages today’s youth to be more connected to their community and Faith.  
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Virtue is a habitual and firm disposition to do good. It governs our acts, orders our passions, and 
guides our conduct by reason and faith. It also encourages Christians to live in a relationship with 
the Holy Trinity. The call to live a virtuous life applies to individuals in every state of life and 
occupation, including our elected leaders.  

Councils can determine their own prizes of cash and/or certificates and/or something else. The State 
will award certificates and an award for $50, $30, or $20 for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winning essays 
in each grade. 

Please contact schools, parish families, and home school groups as soon as possible to promote 
this program. Maybe your Council could even advertise the contests in your parish bulletin or online 
website. This contest is open to all the Catholic youth in your parish, in the 8th through 12th Grade. 
Your Council will be amazed at the beautiful write-ups you receive. For more information, please 
review the program's Guidebook.    
The office of the papacy was established by Jesus Christ nearly 2,000 years ago when He chose St. 
Peter to lead His Church on earth. This year’s topic is: 

In an essay of 500-750 words, out of the 267 popes that have led the Catholic Church, who are 
your three favorite popes and why? 
 
Due dates:      Essay   
Sent to Council for Judging                          11/30/2025                             
1st place winners to District                         12/15/2025                          
District winners to State                               1/10/2026  
                                  
Councils can determine their own prizes of cash and/or certificates and/or something else. The State 
will award certificates and an award for $50, $30, or $20 for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winning essays 
in each grade. Remember, this is a Faith in Action Community Program.  
  
Bill McCauley 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Chairman  
williammccauley@comcast.net 

 
 
 Life Director – John Porter  
Brother Knights,   
While November sees the conclusion of the organized Fall 2025 pro-life activities.  Human babies 
continue to perish in unthinkably cruel and inhumane ways.  There are 31,536,000 seconds in a year 
and 44 million abortions in a year, more than 1 per second.  12+ newly conceived human souls lost 
their lives while you read just this paragraph. 
Please continue to pray for the souls of the so so many. 
 
Utah March for Life 
Join the Utah March for Life on January 24, 2026, at 11:00 AM at the Utah State Capitol! The 
theme, CREATED EQUAL, affirms the God-given worth of every life-from conception to natural 
death, because all souls deserve dignity. Together, we’ll unite Utahns to protect the pre-born, 
strengthen families, and share a hopeful, compassionate vision for a pro-life future. We’ll also honor 

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/community/catholic-citizenship-essay-contest/4202-ea-essay-guide.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/community/catholic-citizenship-essay-contest/4202-ea-essay-guide.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/community/catholic-citizenship-essay-contest/4202-ea-essay-guide.pdf
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the legacy of Charlie Kirk, whose dedication to the cause continues to inspire us forward. Bring your 
family and friends and join pro-lifers from across the state as we stand together and proclaim that all 
lives are precious, all lives are loved, and all lives are created equal. 

 
This powerful event will bring together advocates, families, the Knights of Columbus and community 
leaders to march in solidarity for the protection of life. As we march alongside the national 
movement, we are all invited to be part of this meaningful effort to ensure that every life is valued 
and protected. 
Mark your calendars and make your voice heard in this historic fight for life. Together, we can 
build a culture of life here in Utah and across the nation. 
Official USCCB Catholic Life events scheduled in January 
9 Days for Life 
Join thousands of Catholics across the country in prayer and action during the bishops' pro-life 
novena, 9 Days for Life: Friday, January 16 – Saturday, January 24, 2026.  
Download the novena or sign up to receive it by email or text message in English or Spanish! 
January 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, designates January 22 as a particular 
day of prayer and penance, called the "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children": 
"In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 
falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 
guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the human person 
committed through acts of abortion."  
National Prayer Vigil for Life - January 22-23 
The National Prayer Vigil for Life is a prayer vigil held on the eve of the March for Life each January. 
Thousands of pilgrims from across the nation pray for an end to abortion and a greater respect for all 
human life. It is held at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C. 
The National Prayer Vigil for Life is one small part of the Church's "great prayer for life." It is 
sponsored by the USCCB Pro-Life Secretariat, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, and The Catholic University of America Office of Campus Ministry. 
A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. Through 
special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of 
life, from every Christian community, from every group and association, from every family and from 
the heart of every believer. —Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 
More information from the USCCB is linked here: 
• 9 days (resources for leaders)  
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• Day of Prayer (more information) 
• The Vigil Program will be televised by EWTN and livestreamed on the Basilica’s webpage.  To 
see the schedule and access the livestream links for the seminarian-led overnight holy hours during 
January 22–23, please click here. 
 
Is your Council planning a Life event? If so, please notify me as well as our State Program 
Director John Carty of any upcoming Life events your Councils may have planned for the months 
ahead.  
For SLC diocesan Respect Life information, events, and more, see here: 
https://www.dioslc.org/respect-for-life/events-calendar  
For information from Supreme on Life Programs, visit www.kofc.org/life   
Vivat Jesus! 
John Porter 
Life Director, Utah  
(602) 549-5445 
porterjssk@outlook.com 

 
Benefits Advisor  

The only thing scarier, for your 
investments, 
than Halloween ... 

 
 
 

Knights have 5 year GUARANTEED rates 
you need to lock in, sooner than later 
 
Please contact me if you’re interested in learning more 
 

mailto:porterjssk@outlook.com
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In Memoria  
My Brother Utah Knights. It is with sincere regret that I must report the deaths of five of our Brother 
Knights since the publication of our last newsletter in Sep25.  
Lname Fname Council DOD Member Service 
Stephens John A. 5214 9/28/2025 4369710 SK1144, 15 Yrs. 

Salazar Jose “Rudy” 11246 10.25/2025 3246553 
FDD, SK3501, Hon Life, 
30 Yrs 

Hughes Floyd A   2611 10/26/2025 3417580 1deg, Hon Life, 27 Yrs  
 
“Eternal rest grant upon them and may perpetual light shine upon them.” 
Please say a Hail Mary in honor of these men and their families when you finish reading this. 
 
Bill Kelly, PSD 
State Secretary 
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Membership Director – William Mundy 
  
MEMBER DRIVES __—  
 
If your council DOES want to hit your membership quota ____ 
>> Since July this year; Councils sponsoring Membership Drives have averaged 10+ new members 
over the course of a single weekend 
>> Let’s talk!!! 
 
If your council does NOT want to hit your membership quota ___ 
>> Happy Holidays! 
 

 
 

 

. 
 

                          
 

Knights of Columbus 
Utah District – Fourth Degree 

John H. Reddin Province 
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Vivat Jesus! Tom Odle Utah District Master 
 
Top Council in the Order:  
 

 


