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Creator of all things, 

 true Source of light and wisdom, 

 lofty origin of all being, 

 graciously let a ray of Your brilliance 

 penetrate into the darkness of my understanding 

 and take from me the double darkness 

 in which I have been born, 

 an obscurity of both sin and ignorance. 

 Give me a sharp sense of understanding, 

 a retentive memory, 

 and the ability to grasp things correctly and fundamentally. 

 Grant me the talent of being exact in my explanations, 

 and the ability to express myself with thoroughness and charm. 

 Point out the beginning, 

 direct the progress, 

 and help in completion; 

 through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

—St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cor Discussion  

Epiphany of the Lord 

 Arise! Shine, for your light has come, the glory of the LORD has dawned upon you. Though darkness covers the 
earth, and thick clouds, the peoples, Upon you the LORD will dawn, and over you his glory will be seen.   Nations 
shall walk by your light, kings by the radiance of your dawning. The Nations Come to Zion  Raise your eyes and 
look about;  they all gather and come to you— Your sons from afar, your daughters in the arms of their nurses. Then 
you shall see and be radiant, your heart shall throb and overflow. For the riches of the sea shall be poured out before 
you, the wealth of nations shall come to you. Caravans of camels shall cover you, dromedaries of Midian and 
Ephah; All from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and heralding the praises of the LORD. 
Is 60:1-6 
 
 
Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for your benefit,  
namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation. It was not made known to people in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, 
members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 
 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, 
"In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people 
Israel." Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star's appearance. He sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that 
I too may go and do him homage." After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had 
seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed 
at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary, his mother. They prostrated themselves 
and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another way.  
Mt 2:1-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions: 
Why was it important for Jesus to be born in the city of David, Bethlehem, a name which 

means “house of bread” (verses 4-6; Micah 5:1-3; 2 Samuel 5:2)? 

• What is the tone of the First Reading from the prophet Isaiah and of the Responsorial Psalm? 

Where do you see their fulfillment in the visit of the Magi to the Holy Family? 

• What do the star, the Magi, the gifts, the homage, the hostility and the various prophecies 

teach about the significance of Jesus? 

• Since the Magi were pagan astrologers, why would they leave everything to follow that star? In 

your journey toward God, how are you like the Magi? Unlike them? Have you had to leave 

anything to follow Jesus? 

• Note the responses of the Magi upon finding Jesus. How are they similar to the response that 

Christians make to Jesus, including before the Blessed Sacrament? 

• What is the “gold, frankincense, and myrrh” in your life? How have you offered this to Jesus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Baptism of the Lord 
 
Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 
 upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not shouting, 
 not making his voice heard in the street.  a bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not 
quench,  until he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching. I, the LORD, have called 
you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people, 
 a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, 
those who live in darkness. 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
 
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, saying: “In truth, I see that God shows no 
partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that 
he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all over 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” 
Acts 10:34-38 
 
This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:  “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and 
loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water;  he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” It 
happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee  and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On 
coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open  and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. 
 And a voice came from the heavens,  “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
Mk 1:7-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/42?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?34
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?7


 
 
Questions: 
• Why do the people confuse John with Christ (verse 15; John 1:19-28)? By contrast, how does 

John differentiate himself and his ministry? How can you emulate John’s attitude in verse 16? 

• Why was it necessary for Jesus to be baptized (Matthew 3:13-15; Mark 10:35-39; Luke 12:49- 

50; CCC 536)? 

• Why did God choose this time to announce the presence of his Son (Luke 3:16-18; Acts 

10:38)? Why was it necessary for that announcement to be audible (John 11:41-42)? How was 

this announcement pre-announced in the Old Testament (see First Reading)? How was it 

remembered later in the early Church (see Second Reading)? 

• How significant is it that Jesus is praying right after his baptism and before the Spirit alights on 

him (verse 21. See New American Bible note on verses 21-22 and CCC 2600)? 

• Do you remember to pray at important times in your life? 

 

 

Creator of all things, 

 true Source of light and wisdom, 

 lofty origin of all being, 

 graciously let a ray of Your brilliance 

 penetrate into the darkness of my understanding 

 and take from me the double darkness 

 in which I have been born, 

 an obscurity of both sin and ignorance. 

 Give me a sharp sense of understanding, 

 a retentive memory, 

 and the ability to grasp things correctly and fundamentally. 

 Grant me the talent of being exact in my explanations, 

 and the ability to express myself with thoroughness and charm. 

 Point out the beginning, 

 direct the progress, 

 and help in completion; 

 through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

—St. Thomas Aquinas 
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